Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

With the arrival of a new year many of us will sit down,
evaluate, make plans, prepare and hope for a better 2010.

One of the areas many will look at is finance. What debts
are we carrying into the New Year that we plan to have paid
off by December 31, 2010? What investments need to be
repositioned to produce a better return? What assets have
outlived their usefulness to us and are of more value to
someone else?

Often times we do the same with our health. We plan to see
the doctor more frequently (or less frequently), plan to loose
a bit of weight, eat better, eat less sweets and so on.

One of the areas of life we frequently do not pay attention
to is the state of our spiritual and mental health. We don’t
take time to evaluate the burdens we are carrying; we
simply tote the bag of problems from one year to the next.

This January why not evaluate the bag of stuff you are
carrying. Is there a relationship that has been strained over
some simple hurt you need to drop? Are there people you
need to apologize to for your insensitivity? Is there a phone
call or card you are overdue in returning? Are there
relationships you need to recognize that have run their
course and no longer need to stress over?

After careful evaluation of your spiritual and mental health
| encourage you to take some action. Write those letters,
make those phone calls or pay an overdue visit. Let go of



the hurts of the past. Release things into God’s hands with
no strings attached.

When you lighten your bag of past hurts and burdens you
have been carrying, I’m sure you will find welcomed relief.
So why wait, take action now to lighten the load and relieve
your spiritual and mental burdens.

Grace & Peace,

Dastor Jim

NEWS

There will be no meeting this month!

Ladies — Curl up and read a book these cold winter days.



Choose one of these six new books:

» “Caring for Mother — A Daughter’s Long Good Bye”
by Virginia Stem Owens

» “A Monk in the Inner City”
by Mary Lou Kownacki

» “Walking the Choctaw Road”
by Choctaw storyteller — Tim Jingle

» “Living With Purpose in a Worn-out Body
Spiritual Encouragement for Older Adults”
By Missy Buchanan

» “Locked Up — Letters and Papers of a
Prisoner of Conscience”
By Don Beisswenger

» “My Tummy Talked in Church Today... and 51
Other Humorous Poems and Devotions for Adults
Who Love Children”
by Christy Colby Heno

See Betty Schwartz — Program resource Chairperson
for information.

Also: In January — items for Allentown School
District Homeless Initiative

Preschool coloring and activity books & jumbo
crayons. Place in container by “Rooster’s” cage.



Mission Room News

Nothing has changed in the Mission Room this past month
but check your November Branches. We are planning for
those items to appear in the New Year!!

New information?

Rooster’s Digs

Look for the award given to “Rooster” for his work with the
Homeless Children. Continue to bring “Winter Gear” and
for January — Preschool Coloring and Activity Books and
Jumbo Crayons.




Renewing the Covenant

Don’t forget we will be celebrating Epiphany Sunday,
January 3, 20010 by renewing the covenant we have made
with God using the Wesleyan Covenant service.

At the heart of this service is the covenant prayer with is as
follows:

| am no longer my own, but thine.

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.

Put me to doing, put me to suffering.

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or brought low by thee.

Let me be full, let me be empty.

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.

| freely and heartily yield all things
to thy pleasure and disposal.

And now, O glorious and blessed God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

thou art mine, and | am thine. So be it.

And the covenant, which | have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.

Join with Methodists around the world as we once again
renew our covenant with our God.



Pastor’s Report to the
Church Conference

November 21, 2009

My how time flies! It been almost 2% years since | was
officially appointed to serve the great City of Allentown
through the ministry of Salem United Methodist Church. In
that time we have seen many changes in our nation, the
Commonwealth, Lehigh County, the city, our neighborhood
and in Salem herself. Some of the changes were not
anticipated and unwelcome, but if we take a second look we
can see that God continues to be active in our midst. Indeed
we can see that Paul was right when he wrote in Romans
8:28 that, “We know that all things work together for those
who love God, who are called according to his purpose.”

Some of this year’s changes have involved pruning back
unproductive ministries and structures. This pruning has
allowed us to refocus our efforts on more productive
ministries to expand the Kingdom of God.

We have pruned away the dead branches of Allentown
Center City Ministries. While the formal organization has
disappeared its productive ministries have not. The Salem
Thrift Shop has been transferred to Asbury UMC, the
multicultural festival is now the responsibility of La
Trinidad UMC, Emmanuel will continue to offer childcare
through their preschool program and Salem will remain the
anchor of United Methodism for Center City and the entire



north side of Allentown. We continue to offer community
based opportunities to bring our neighbors to Christ through
several programs including our annual Block Party, Salem’s
Food Pantry, Halloween Hospitality and the Little Shoppers
Program.

Another pruning was the elimination of the position of
Youth Director. The Staff/Parish Relations Committee did
not see enough positive results from this position to
recommend its continuation. Since the change was made to
a volunteer based program there have been more youth
present each Sunday than before the change.

This year our long-term efforts to reach out to our neighbors
began bearing good fruit. After years of wondering how to
reach our Spanish-speaking neighbors we were approached
by the Wesleyan Church’s Penn Jersey District about
allowing lglesia Hispania Christiana Wesleyana to utilize
our facilities as Iglesia was looking to relocate from East
Allentown to our side of town. The result was a new
covenant relationship that began on August 1 and has been
a mostly positive experience.

Salem has benefited in several ways from our partnership.
We have gained greater exposure to the Hispanic
community though our hospitality and our hospitality
makes us more appealing to the English speaking Hispanic
population. Interestingly enough we have had more visitors
to our English language service since the Spanish language
service started.

Iglesia’s Compassion Ministry has complemented our Food
Pantry by distributing free clothing on the sidewalk while



we distribute food in Koehler Hall. They also provided us
with 20 box fans to distribute to those in need of cooling.

We will be drawing volunteers from Iglesia to operate our
Little Shoppers program and are discussing forming a joint
youth group.

Finally, we cannot over look the $18,000 Iglesia pays us in
facilities usage charges. Our direct costs for providing the
space including utilities, additional cleaning and added
supplies are much less than the Iglesia contribution with the
excess helping to reduce our operating deficit.

Our Salem’s Pantry has experienced enormous growth. We
are now serving over 350 families (or over 1000
individuals) each month. The pantry has also been serving
as a gateway or bridge to the church. Several AA
participants have volunteered at the Pantry and some have
then begun to attend worship. Others were drawn to the
church because of our service to the neighborhood.

In 2009 we have made some progress on our congregational
goals while falling short on others.

We have begun the process of Self Assessment through the
small group that has been meeting on Thursday evenings to
discuss Bishop Schnase’s book, “The Five Practices of
Fruitful Congregations.” This study has already led to some
changes. | suggest that each committee study the sections
of the book that are relevant to their work as there is much
food for thought in the materials.

This past Sunday we dedicated pledge cards for the first
time in a number of years. To date 38 giving units (couples



or individuals) have returned the cards. This has been a
good start and the finance committee will continue to look
at ways to close the gap between current income and current
expenses.

In the Sunday School department we have taken some steps
to strengthen the program with changes being made in both
the youth and children’s classes. Both of these classes have
potential for great growth, however we need to be aware of
the changing trends in today’s families and the expectations
of parents. As seems to always be the case, we need more
of our younger adults to step up and take on some of the
teaching responsibilities. Our adult classes continue to
offer a choice between large class lectures and small group
discussions. Again there is a need for additional teachers.

Sunday morning attendance is always an important
indicator of church health. To date our average attendance
is 80, or just about the same as last year. Actually this
year’s attendance has been quite varied. @ We have
experienced some weeks when our attendance was quite
low and other weeks we seem to peak. The greatest
variable seems to be the weather, which for many weekends
was not conducive to travel. As a congregation we must do
a better job of inviting and bringing people to worship.

We have added to our membership 5 new members, three
by transfer and two by profession of faith. There are
several more individuals who may be becoming official
members in next few weeks. We lost seven members. Two
members, Al DeMott and Jimmy Hottenstein, are now
members of the Church Triumphant. We celebrate their
years of faithful service. Four inactive members were



removed from the rolls, one by request and three by
transfer.

Pat Weaver has been working on creating a new
membership book that will encompass our membership
from the time of merger through the present. She has been
diligently tracking down each and every name. In the
membership report we are asking for your help in locating a
number of individuals. This list is being presented as an
appeal for your help and not as a first year reading for
removal from membership.

As your pastor | have been trying to make connections with
other churches in order to work more cooperatively to
advance the kingdom. As previously mentioned there are
concrete efforts underway to work with Iglesia. We have
also scheduled a joint Thanksgiving Service with St. James
AME Zion Church at 4™ and Union. If this service is a
success we will be the host location for next year’s service.
Efforts to work with neighboring churches in the West Park
area and the local United Methodist Churches are ongoing.

Over all 1 am well pleased with our progress to date.
However, in my retail manager days | always added a few
words to every great sales report, those words are “could be
better.” We have made much progress at Salem and the
best days are yet ahead of us, but until every soul is saved
we must remember it “could be better.” Let us, in the
words of John Wesley, “move on to perfection” as we help
Salem United Methodist Church grow into what God’s
intends us  to be.

Grace & Peace

James D. Andersnan, Dastor



SALEM’S FOOD PANTRY
Chairperson: David Allen Lewis (610-433-6323)
Vice Chair: Lisa Ryan (610-430-3102)

Please note that not every ministry opportunity is covered in
this report!

We will be looking for volunteers for various short-term
projects, which take place throughout the year. These
opportunities include the Annual Block Party, Halloween
Hospitality, Little Shoppers Program and Helping Hands.

In addition to the already established committees, groups
and ministries you may feel God’s call to help create a new
ministry. Please feel free to speak up and allow God to do a
new thing through you.



Month at a glance...

January...

Bulletins...

3" David Allen L.

10" Verna & Paul B.

17" Linda & Gerald H.

24" Betty & Bill D.

31" Vivian E.

Flowers...

3" Gail & Bill B. — In honor of grandchildren

3" Peg H.— In memory of loved ones.

10™  Jean M. — In memory of loved ones.

10™  Shannon N. — In loving memory of my father
J Palmer B..

17" Betty & Bill D. — In memory of his parents, Ruby &
William D..

17" Betty S. grandchildren — In honor of Betty’s birthday.

24"  Dan & Pat W. — In memory of parents

24" Ademola A. — To the glory of God



31" Mr. & Mrs. Paul H. Il - In memory of his
grandparents Mr. & Mrs. Paul H. Sr. & Mr. & Mrs.
Carl G.

31" Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. — In honor of birthdays of
daughter in law Catherine and granddaughter Olivia

Greeters...

Gerald & Linda H.

Ushers...

*Richard D.
Mark A.
John B.
Paul H. 11
Richard M.
Uriah H.
Patrick H.

Sunday School Teachers...

3" Pastor Anderman
10" Pastor Anderman
17" Pastor Anderman
24" Peg H.

31" Dan W.

O-Q



Remember Our Homebound

A, Lois:

D. Isabelle:
E, Jean:

F, Dolores:
M. Clare:
G. Miriam:
J, Pauline
K, Harriet:
L, Jane:
M. Lois:
M. Gladys
R, Charles
S. Alma

S. Cecelia:
W. June:
W. Sharon:

A. Woolley:




United Methodism 101
A Sunday School Series

For the first three week in January Pastor Jim will be
teaching a series of Sunday School lessons on the basics of
the United Methodist Church. We will briefly touch on the
history of the denomination, and then spend more time
understanding the doctrinal beliefs of the church before
finally touching on how we govern ourselves.

The lessons will be taught in Koehler Hall in place of the
regular lessons. Everyone is invited to join us for the three
lessons and learn more about the church and it’s official
positions.

Visitations and Home Communions

Please remember that health care institutions do not
routinely notify churches when a parishioner is admitted to
their institution. If you or a lived one is admitted to a health
care facility please notify the pastor by calling the church
office at 610-432-2577 between 9:00 AM and 2:00 PM. At
other times please call the parsonage at 610-351-1705. If
the pastor is not home when you call please feel free to
leave a message and he will get back to you as soon a
possible.

If you or a loved one desires a visit for any reason (or no
special reason at all) please call the pastor at the above
number and let him know! Please remember that he may
not know your personal situation especially as a relatively
new comer to Salem Church.



Happy Birthday...

Januaryé

7" Shirlee L.
8" Becky D.
10" ArtB.
12" Paul (Buddy) H.
Charlie S.
19" Kevin M.
20" Ellen G.
Sue U.
21°Y David W.
237 Irene G.
Lloyd K.
24" Aldine M.
26" Bryan B.
277" John D.
Betty S.
28" Ray D.
Bea H.
Mary K.
29" Marlene S.
30" Lisa S.



Februaryé
2" Brandon A

37 Natalya C.
9" Gail F.

Januaryée

10" Barbara & Alex M.



Thank you 117

Salem United Methodist Women,

Thank you so much for your kindness in the
past year. | especially appreciate the
Thanksgiving Basket. It was waiting for me when
| got home from the hospital. | am hoping and
praying for a blessed holiday for all of you.

Isabella DeKrafft

Joy Reppert is now taking your names, during the month of
January, for Camp Milford’s 2010 program patron list @
$1.00 per person’s name.



Dog Biscuits For That Special Someone in
Your Life !

Ingredients:
4 Cups Whole Wheat Flour
1 Tablespoon Melted Shortening
1 Cup Oatmeal
2 Beef or Chicken Bouillon Cubes
1 1/2 Cups Water

Mix flour and oatmeal and shortening

Dissolve bouillon in water and add to the flour & oatmeal
mixture — Knead

Roll out on floured surface to % inch thick and cut with a
cookie cutter

Bake at 325° oven for 45 minutes or until brown or crisp

Recipe sent in by Sharon Williams



jor
Goodbye Mom

A young man shopping in a supermarket noticed a little old lady
following him around. If he stopped, she stopped. Furthermore she
kept staring at him.

She finally overtook him at the checkout. And she turned to him and
said, “I hope I haven’t made you feel ill at ease; it’s just that you look
so much like my late son.”

He answered, “That’s okay.”

“I know it’s silly, but if you’d call out ‘Good bye, Mom’ as I leave the
store. It would make me feel so happy.”

She then went through the checkout, and as she was on her way out of
the store. The man Called out, “Goodbye, Mom.”

The little old lady waved and smiled back at him.

Pleased that he had brought a little sunshine into someone’s day, he
went to pay for his groceries.

“That comes to $121.85,” said the clerk...
“How come so much... I only bought 5 items...”

The clerk replied, “Yeah, but your Mother said you’d be paying for
her things, too.”



A Thank You to the Friends of Salem:

Grace to you, from God our Father, and his son Jesus our
Lord and Savior.

Thanks be to God, for his blessing on this year’s “Little
Shoppers”. We had a very successful turn out of children,
who were able to not only hear the story of Jesus’ birth, but
to then walk through our church building.

What a joy they will have on Christmas day, to be able to
give a gift of their very own choosing to a love one.

This year, it was gratifying to see more of our church
families working together as “Little Shoppers” elves.
Salem has also added to our volunteers, some younger and
stronger servants, working in faith for our Lord Jesus.

This was the first year we also had Iglesia Hispania
Christina Wesleyana assisting us with our “Little Shoppers”
day. All went well.

Trusting in God, we will have even more helping hands
next year.

Again a big heart felt thanks to all of you, who volunteered,
donated items, your time and your talents.

Yours, in our Lord Jesus the Christ;
“Little Shopper’s” Committee
David Allen Lewis, Chair

God bless you all. Amen.



Reminder:
Reusable Carry All Needs Washing Too!!!

Gym clothing, dishes, linens and reusable grocery totes all
have one thing in common... they get dirty!!!

This is just a reminder that the reusable totes get dirty and
the combination of crumbs, condensation from cold or
frozen foods, and possible leaks from raw meat, poultry or
fish is not uncommon in our grocery bags. With reusable
totes, this foodstuff should not be ignored! We should
extend our food safety practices to include grocery totes,
and make sure that they are regularly cleaned and aired out
to dry. It is also important to replace (or machine wash if
possible) when they look as if they have passed their
expiration date.

We are incessantly reminded about kitchen food safety
when dealing with raw meat and poultry, as well as the
importance of thoroughly washing our fruits and vegetables
because of the threat of E. coli causing bacteria as well as
the similar (but more rare) Salmonella concerns. These safe
kitchen practices must extend to what we bring our
groceries home in make sure that our totes are not carrying
any harmful bacteria home with them.



Boys & Girls Club of Allentown

720 N. Sixth St.
Allentown, PA 8102
610-432-9323 ext. 18

Adult Volunteers & Resources are needed!

Do you have an interest in making a difference in the life of
a child in our community?

Are you a responsible, reliable adult that loves to work with
children?

Do you enjoy puzzles, board games, reading children’s
books, swimming, playing basketball, or doing other
activities?

We could use your help!

We serve 100-200 children everyday after school.
Please help us make a difference!

*Age 21 or older, Child Line Abuse clearances and State
Police Criminal background check need to be completed
before volunteering, only $10 each.

Please Contact our Unit Director if interested!
610-432-9323 ext. 18



Never have | (we) been so entertained! So much
love and hard work went into making the UMW
November meeting, to honor our special ladies, so
memorable.

“Hat’s Off” to Peg, Kathy and Dick!!!! Hopefully,
Salem recognizes how much we are blessed.

Thank you, Jean Erdman

(You may remember, our theme for the event was
“HATS™!)

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Salem’s “Little Shopper” Program is looking for it’s 2010
Committee. If you believe that you have the organizational
skills to coordinate this project or would just like to work
on this committee please call the church office or Pastor
Jim.  This committee will need many volunteers. Please
pray about it and then let us know about your decision.

Thank you!

Dear Friends,
21 December 2009



Dadeldhura, Western Nepal

While they were there, the time came for the baby to
be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in the inn.

This morning | walked up a hillside, sat in the grass
and read these words. The sun was just coming up,
catching in the trees and on the Himalaya snows 15 miles to
the north. It’s winter and this town is high in the
mountains, so | was glad for a patch of sunshine.

After my quiet time, | came down and had a quick
breakfast at the hospital guesthouse, then went on rounds
with the doctors. When | arrived, they were finishing in the
medical ward and heading for the maternity ward. There,
each bed seemed to hold a woman with a story to tell.

Under the window was Kalawati, a mother of three
who came from the district to the north. Though only 30
miles wide, there are places in her district of Baitadi that
can only be reached by two days’ walking. Patients come
from there to Dadeldhura because there is no functioning
hospital.

A few days back when her birthing pains began,
Kalawati knew to go to the cattle shed. There, laying on
straw spread on the ground — in the same room with water
buffalo, cows, and goats — she labored. It was where she
had delivered her three previous children, now ages 10, 8,
and 5. She was not put in the stable because of lack of a
room elsewhere, but because of a custom called ‘chow-
padi’ — that a woman who is having menstrual bleeding
must be separated from the rest of the household. A



majority of women here in far western Nepal go each month
into the cattle shed until their menstruation stops.

When Kalawati’s husband looked in on her delivery,
he saw that the baby was emerging hand first. Family
members carried her three hours to the sub-health post,
where a health worker examined her and told them to go
immediately to a hospital. They then carried her two hours
to the nearest road. By this time it was night and few
vehicles were moving. Fortunately, two hours later a night
bus came along and stopped for them. When she boarded
the bus, she still felt her baby moving. One hour’s journey
along the rough road to the town of Kodpe, its movements
ceased. It had been eight hours since they had set off for
medical treatment.

When they arrived at the TEAM Mission Hospital
here in Dadeldhura, the doctors did an immediate cesarean
section. Kalawati survived, but the baby had already died.
After | spoke with her on rounds, a nurse came over and
shook her head.

‘Just a bad situation.” She gestured to the empty cot
beside the woman’s bed. ‘Right there, her husband was
drunk last night. Wife in this condition and she has this sort
of husband. Very bad.’

On some of the surrounding beds in the ward, babies
lay under the attentive gaze of their mothers. There were
some medical success stories. One young woman seemed
lost in contemplation of her newborn’s fingers; after five
unsuccessful years, she had finally had twins, a boy and a
girl. But whatever their outcomes, most had come to this
hospital through great struggle: Home conditions worse
than the Bethlehem manger. Houses located on impossibly
steep mountains. Little tenderness to be found in the
experience of birthing their children.



Christmas is approaching and I’m stuck here in the
far west of Nepal. Three of us from NSI came out for a
week of work at two partner hospitals — Bajhang and
Dadeldhura. We were to return to Kathmandu today.
Unfortunately, this is the second day of a three-day Maoist
country-wide strike, so the roads are closed. In fact, just
about everything is closed. In Bajhang, even the mule
teams that carry bags of rice towards the Tibet border can’t
move under threat of the political gangs. The TV here in
the guesthouse shows scenes from 400 miles away in
Kathmandu: angry young men setting street fires and
clashing with police. The Prime Minister returning from
the Copenhagen Summit yesterday had to travel back roads
from the airport to his house in order to avoid the mobs.
My opinion is that it boils down to this: the Maoists are
desperate to reclaim the power they gave up six months
ago.  Street gangs produce surer results than does
negotiation — and so Nepal lies paralyzed under the ruse of
‘people’s liberation.’

Bearing in mind our scheduled flight this morning,
the TEAM hospital administrator yesterday sought
permission from the local Maoist chapter for us to travel
four hours south to the airport. Usually during road strikes,
special dispensation is granted for medical vehicles and we
were ready to leverage our medical status for all it was
worth. One problem was that the TEAM driver would have
had to travel back to Dadeldhura alone, without the cover of
our medical team. This issue was solved when the Maoists
said that they had an area leader who was in the airport
town and wanted to come up to Dadeldhura. The hospital
agreed to give him a lift back after they dropped us off; the
Maoists wrote our permission letter. So, we seemed ready
for the trip home — at least until our team began to watch
more of the TV news from Kathmandu. It didn’t look good.



We finally agreed that we should wait it out here until the
strike is over.

TEAM Hospital Dadeldhura is one of NSI’s partner
institutions. We are building them up to conduct two types
of training. TEAM used one of our annual grants for the
hospital to renovate their guesthouse, reasoning that better
accommodation would improve retention of senior doctors.
So, our prolonged stay here happens to be in the Nick
Simons Guesthouse. And for a rural town, it’s not a bad
place: carpeted and clean. Nice bathrooms, with hot water
which is appreciated in this wintry weather.

The phone here also works, so | call back daily to
check on my home troops. It’s nice to be missed but it
would Dbe better to be home. They all shared my
disappointment that we had to cancel today’s flight. The
districts between here and the airport have various local
groups agitating, so travel is never a sure thing. Deirdre
and | spoke on the phone today about contingency plans in
the event that I don’t make it home in time for Christmas.
How will she buy Zachary’s new sweater? Who will bring
Benjamin’s bike from my office where it is hidden? I was
informed that 220 cookies have been baked so far and are
being iced today. The smell carried through the phone line.

When | visit Kalawati this evening, her husband is at
the bedside ranting. His nose is pushed in and scarred — |
Imagine from some trauma. Looming over her, he points
his finger at his wife, accusing her of various things
including being crazy. It’s just four days since her
operation and she still has an intravenous line in. She’s a
slender woman with a pretty face that appears worn down.
Her upper front teeth protrude slightly. She wears a red
scarf over her head. She knows to say nothing in reply to
him, only slouching down in the bed. He’s drunk and won’t



listen to the surrounding patients’ relatives or to me.
Finally, the nurse calls the night watchman, who cajoles the
husband into going outside to get some food. The maternity
ward becomes peaceful again. As | stand speaking with
Kalawati, | am led to wonder what gift | could give her.

Tonight we eat dinner in a local hotel. On account of
the strike, the hotel’s front shutters are all locked down as if
it’s closed. We enter through a side door. They are proud
to tell us that they have a new tandoori oven and that we’re
the first to try its naan bread. On the way back to the
guesthouse, we walk along the base of the hill where I’d sat
early this morning. It blocks out the sky to our left, but
above and to the right the Milky Way stretches itself over
the valley, stars spilling beyond the mountaintops to the
north. We turn off our flashlights and stop to gaze upwards.
Here in the clear mountain air, the night sky has texture —
stars of different sizes and faint colorations, some distant,
some close, surrounding and including us.

Wishing you a joyful Christmas and New Year,

With Love,

Mark, Deirdre, Zachary and Benjamin



Thank You

| want to thank the entire congregation for the monetary gift
at came with the card that Karl Braun presented during the
Christmas Eve service. I’d also like to thank the individuals
and families that have sent cards and other wonderful
expressions of love and support this season and through out
the year.

For the past 2 and a half years it has been a real pleasure to
work with such a special congregation that supports the
pastor and staff. I1’d also like to thank the staff for their
support.  Thanks to Shannon for her help with the
paperwork (did I ever tell you | hate paperwork!), Mark
always makes sure everything is ready for any event,
Becky, who makes sure all the bills are paid and Ray for
bringing his gift of music to the church.

May God bless each of you and the ministry of Salem
Church in the year 2010.

Grace & Peace,
Pastor Jim

Loraine and | would like to thank the congregation for
Christmas gift presented on Christmas Eve and for the way
you have accepted us since our arrival in January of 2009.

With Heart Felt Thanks,

Ray Dublis



Wank Vou 11/

| would like to thank each and everyone of you
personally for the monetary gift we, the staff, received for
Christmas this year it was definitely needed and much
appreciated. As many years as | have worked at Salem
UMC vyour generosity has never ceased to amaze me and
your kindness and Christian love shows just how wonderful
a congregation this is! | know that | have told you many
times before but | cannot reiterate enough. | have found a
place is this world that makes me comfortable and I am
happy here. Thank you all again!!! | am hoping that this
coming year will be a peaceful, happy, and prosperous New
Year!!!

Peace,

Slarmon

P.S. agreat big thank you for all the Christmas cards sent
during the holiday season!!!



